
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box \ASO 

Alexandria, VA 223 1 3- i 450 

www.uspto.gov 



Date: 03 Dec 2003 



To: Adam Cox 


From: Carlos Lopez 


Application/Control Number 09/769,672 


Art Unit 1731 


Fax No.: 260.460.1700 


Phone No.: (703)605-1174 


Voice No.: (219)424-8000 


Return Fax No.: (703)872-9306 


Re: Interview Summary 


CC: 


I | Urgent For Review Q For Comment Q For Reply Q Per Your Request 



Comments: 

Enclosed is the summary of the interview held on 12/03/03. 



Number of pages z_ including this page 



STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 

This facsimile transmission is an Official U.S. Government document which may contain information which is privileged and 
confidential. It is intended only for use of the recipient named above. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this document is strictly prohibited. If this document is received in error, you are requested to 
immediately notify the sender at the above indicated telephone number and return the entire document in an envelope 
addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Oec-01 -03 09:49am From-BAKER i DANIELS 



2604601700 



T-942 P. 002/004 F-503 



Application Serial No. 09/769,672 

A Amendment dated December! 2003 

Reply to Office Action dated October 22, 2003 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
Hildegard Romer et al. 
Serial No. 09/769,672 



Filed: January 25, 2001 
Tirl*- PROCESS FOR THE MELTING, 

SffiMNQ AND HOMOGENIZING 

AT . nn -VyrtJT TO 



OF GLASS MELTS 



Group: 1731 

Examiner. Carlos N. Lopez 



DRAFT 

AMENDMENT 

21 . (Cunentiy amended): A process for producing a gfcss melt, comprise ft. steps 



of: 



melting glass in a first stage; „™ tPnt of 
refining the melt in a second stage, the melt having a polyvalent ion conunt of 

* ■ i , iiinrmnri the refining steps ste£ conducted at a 
at least 0.5 wt. %, with . H um uiil of s m A m*W^ the renni g8 ~t~_* 

temperature of at least 1800° C; and 

homogenizing and conditioning the glass in a third stage. 

22. (Currently amended): 

said siting » is -ducted at a temperature 

^ino* r 1 hirh pr than l700C c - 

; ^ Th^ nmcess of GteHa-t Oaim21 , wherein a l l e ast one of 

23. (Currently amended): the process ot « - 

^^^^ sten is conducted at a temperature o f at least 3 4QQ •€ higher 
said melting and i c fimng s ^r w step, is conau^ 

rhan 2400° C 



24 (Cur^Oy amended): The process of <Mm2L wherein said retain 

st ep is conducted « a temperature of between 1800' C and 240CT C. 
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ions J^o,- ion, — - * — . „ — * — ~ 
™, dtaniom, i-on, molyW^. europium, man^ese, »4 

26. (Canentl, The process of £Ho2L — » -* -* iS *" 

from toxic refining agents. 

27 (Currently amended): The process of €tei»t-t CJaim_21 , therein said refining 
st6 p is conducted by heating the melt in a crucible using an induction cou. 

♦ a\ Th* nmcess of Claim 22, wherein said refining step is 

28 (Previously presented): The process oi \-i*m * , 

conducted at a temperature of between 1800° C and 2400' C. 

29 (Previously presented): The process of Claim23, whetein said refining step is 
conducted at a temperature of between 1800" C and 2400" C. 

30 (Previously presented): v**^*^*^^**^^ 

titanium, iron, molybdenum, europium, manganese, and mckel. 

♦.hv The process of Claim 23, wherein said polyvalent ions 

31 fPreviously presented). The process ui 

comp ™ more L selected from the .roup consistmg of vanadium, cenum, «. tm, 
titanium, iron, molybdenum, europium, manganese, and mckel. 

32 (Previously presented): The process of Claim 24, wherein said polyvalent ions 
comprise > oil more ions selected from the group consisting of vanadium, cenum, ztnc, tm, 
titanium, iron, molybdenum, europium, manganese, and mckel. 

. a\ tw^ process of Claim 26, wherein said polyvalent ions 
v\ rpreviously presented): The process oi , ..... 

compri se on^ or moJils selected from the .roup consisting of vanadium, cenum, « u, 
titanium, iron, molybdenum, europium, manganese, and mckel. 

^hv The orocess of Claim 22, wherein said melt is free from 
34. (Previously presented). The process oi 

toxic refining agents. 
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